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iade by His Excellency the Governor of Natal at the time of the opening
f the Agricultural Show, when he stated that the Indian agriculturist
/as indispensable for the development of the coast lands of Natal.

The Protector is very much dissatisfied with the working of the Law
,s to the poll-tax and re-indenture. He states that the Law is very much
vaded, and that it has failed in inducing the time-expired Indian to return
o India. Many of those who have remained have succeeded in escaping
he poll-tax. Last year, 888 men and 345 women completed their indenture
inder the new Law. Out of this number, only 137 men and 32 women
>ffered themselves for re-indenture. 201 men and 58 women returned
o India, 375 men and 146 women paid the tax, and 170 men and 105
vomen were at the time of drawing up the report unaccounted for. Nor
s this to be wondered at. The poll-tax is never at any time a satisfactory
node of raising revenue. It has not been a deterrent to settlement in
he Colony. The framers of the act never expected any such result. It
institutes a source of irritation to. the indentured Indian. It levies
rom them unjustifiable contribution and constitutes a blot on the fair
lame of Natal. What is more, it is imposed on men whose services are
:onsidered, as has been already shown, to be indispensable to the wel-
fare of the Colony.

Indian Opinion, 5-8-1905

44. WHT DID JAPAN WIN?
The reply given by Baron Komura to a question from the Press repre-
sentatives in New York wanting to know the cause of Japan's victory de-
serves to be inscribed in one's mind. One reason he gave was that Japan's
demand was just; the second was that she was united; there was no cor-
ruption either among the officers or the people; every one did his duty;
the Japanese were not indolent; they did not shirk work; and they
lived in great simplicity. Thanks to this simplicity, they were able to
hold their own against the Russians. As their needs by way of clothing
and food were few, these could be transported to the soldiers in fewer
vehicles. Consequently, it was not very difficult for the Japanese to
transport large numbers of men over long distances.
[From, Gujarati]
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